type and gendered composition of Chinese-foreign marriages registered in mainland
China between 1979 and 2010. We conclude by highlighting the gendered and spatial dimensions of mainland Chinese-foreign marriages, and pointing to their largely 'intracultural' as opposed to international bases. In doing so, we contribute to scholarship on the recent evolution of intra-Asian marriage migration, which examines changing marriage trends in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Japan, and the Republic of Korea, but not in mainland China.
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Regulating Chinese-foreign marriage
In the PRC, as elsewhere, legal frameworks define who can enter into and exit a marriage. These frameworks reflect and entrench heteronormative sexual moresmarrying partners should be single, adult members of the opposite sex. They also reflect and entrench state-based definitions of nationality and citizenship. These definitions are embedded in the PRC's marriage regulations, which introduced an international dimension to Chinese family law in 1986 by including the category of Chinese-foreign marriage for the first time, and dividing such marriages into different types of 'crossborder' and international marriages. Hence, prior to examining the data on Chinese- foreign marriages registered in mainland China, we first discuss the evolution of the PRC's Marriage Law and related regulations. facilitated easier divorce proceedings and led to soaring divorce rates. We discuss these issues in the next section on marital trends.
The Marriage Law is supplemented by a national marriage registration system -a marriage is legal in the PRC only when it is registered with an appropriate department of civil affairs. This system has been revised numerous times since the 1980s to accommodate changing social institutions and behaviours. In November 1980 There is no reliable statistical information available regarding the countries of origin of marriages registered in mainland China between PRC citizens and 'waiguoren'.
However, scholars suggest that, during the early reform period, such marriages were often between mainland Chinese and people from the former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, i.e., countries that once claimed a political affiliation as communist with the PRC. As
China has integrated further into the global economy, marriages now occur between PRC citizens and people from around the globe. 49 Media reports indicate that foreign spouses of PRC citizens in the twenty-first century, whether ethnically Chinese or not, come from diverse regions including Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Holland, India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore, Spain, Korea, the UK, the USA, and countries in the African continent, such as Ethiopia and Tanzania. China. 51 That figure increased to a high of more than 7,500 people in 2005 and declined to a figure of just over 6,000 people in 2010. 52 The number of such marriages has therefore remained fairly constant since the early 2000s. The number of men from mainland China registering a marriage with a foreign spouse in mainland China has remained consistently low when compared to the number of women.
In 1979, less than 250 men from mainland China registered a marriage with a foreign spouse in mainland China. That figure rose in a variable fashion throughout the 1980s and 1990s, reaching a peak of around 20,000 men in 2005. Since then, the proportion of men from mainland China registering a marriage with a foreign bride in mainland China has remained at a relatively consistent albeit low level, with less than 12,000 men registering such a marriage in 2010. Divorce has become a commonplace rather than an unusual occurrence in China, along with rapid social change and the introduction of more accommodating legal frameworks.
In 1980, a revised version of the Marriage Law specified a 'breakdown in mutual affections' (感情确已破裂) as appropriate grounds for divorce for the first time (Article   25) . 55 When the Supreme People's Court provided the courts with guidelines on how to assess such a breakdown in November 1989, divorce rates started to rise. The revised marriage regulations of 1994 supported easier divorce in theory by stating that the marriage registration department would process divorce applications which met the criteria for divorce within one month (Article 16). 56 However, PRC citizens could only meet the criteria by providing a supporting letter from their work unit or an equivalent authority (Article 14), which was extremely difficult to obtain in practice because of an emphasis on the mediation rather than the dissolution of troubled marriages. 57 The removal of these obstacles in 2003 has led to soaring divorce rates: just over 1 million couples divorced in mainland China in 1995, whereas more than 2.6 million couples divorced in 2010. 58 As Figure 3 73 This raises the prospect that a significant proportion of marriages between mainland Chinese and Australian citizens are in fact between two people who were both born in mainland China. The proportion of marriages regarded as 'intra-cultural' could be even higher if Australian-or foreign-born Chinese spouses were accounted for in these data.
The 'intra-cultural' nature of many Chinese-foreign marriages does not mean that marriage immigrants are viewed positively in the receiving societies. Despite racial, linguistic and cultural affinities, 'mainland brides' are a focus of negative media reportage in Hong Kong and Taiwan. They are often portrayed as poorly educated women with limited opportunities for socio-economic advancement, and hence as 'passport hunters', 'gold diggers' and 'prostitutes'. 74 The prevalence of such stereotypes underscores the inferior political and economic position of mainland China vis-à-vis economically developed parts of the Asian region until recently. The question of how China's emergence as a regional and global power will impact on the gendered and spatial distribution of Chinese-foreign marriages obviously remains to be seen. 
Concluding remarks
